
Patient:  59 year old female

Diagnosis:  Invasive Ductal Carcinoma, T1, Stage 1, in right breast

Procedure:  Needle Localization Lumpectomy Surgery

Challenge:  Assessing gross margins to gain clear margins at initial  
 lumpectomy procedure, to reduce possible re-excisions

Needle localization performed by radiologist with a double bracket 
technique. Patient then prepped for lumpectomy surgery, with successful 
excision of a 30mm x 35mm x 30mm tissue mass in a generally round 
shape. Specimen was marked with a long stitch lateral, short stitch 
superior, in addition to radiographic markers that were placed with one 
clip lateral, two clips superior. Ligature clips, already open on the field, 
were used. Marking method communicated to the radiologist and noted 
on label for pathology.

Specimen positioned in Faxitron® Wedge™ to ensure true cranial/caudal 
initial view and imaged using Faxitron® BioVision. Biopsy marking clip 
appears to be centered, with adequate gross margins in anterior/posterior 
plane, as well as superior/inferior plane.

Wedge™ was then rotated 90 degrees and orthogonal image acquired. 
This view revealed suspect involved margin in the medial aspect, guiding 
the surgeon to excise additional tissue, which was labeled and sent to 
pathology separately as additional medial margin. Lumpectomy cavity 
was marked with clips and closed with good cosmesis. 

Pathology report showed 1.7cm infiltrating ductal breast cancer with 
surrounding DCIS. The DCIS was at the inferior and medial margin on the 
original specimen, with adequate clear margin on additional tissue taken. 
Patient successfully started radiation therapy.

 
 
The Faxitron® Wedge™ allowed a true and precise orthogonal view that 
guided the surgeon to take additional tissue. This avoided a re-excision 
surgery that would have been required had just a single planar specimen 
radiograph been acquired.
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